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Milton Lilbourne - Annual Parish Meeting (APM) Minutes: 

Venue:  Village Hall 

Date: Thursday 30th May 2019 

Time: 7.30pm   

Present:  
Cllr Paul Oatway QPM (Chairman), Sarah Spanswick (Clerk), Cllr David Fall, Cllr Liz Minnear, Cllr Anthony Wells,   
Cllr Ann Maconie, Cllr Jamie Cayzer-Colvin & Cllr Jerry Kunkler (WC Councillor) 

Apologies: 
Cllr Ray Edwards 

Parishioners in attendance (and apologies):  
See Appendix 1   

Approval of minutes from last meeting: 
The Minutes were proposed as a true and accurate record of the last Annual Parish Meeting by Cllr David Fall 
and seconded by Cllr. Anthony Wells.    

Matters arising for action 
• Salt & Gravel Bins have been installed.  
• Best Kept Village Entry 
• X-mas trees  

Declarations of Interest:  

Declared by Cllr Anthony Wells:- 

- Payment received from the Council to clear the snow in the village and distribute the salt.  
- Payment received from the Council to clear the footpaths to keep them accessible.  
- Provides the wine/refreshments for PC functions.   

Chairman’s Annual Report: 

As the Chairman of this Parish council, I present to you my annual report on behalf of the Milton Lilbourne Parish 
Council for 2018-2019. 

It is a pleasure to warmly welcome you all to the village hall this evening and to “The Ward Room “, I mention that 
in particular as in my view it is important to remember those that have done so much in the past for this village 
hall as well as reflecting on those that do so much for today. 

I break from my tradition of talking about the Parish Council and move straight to The Village Hall and recreation 
Ground Committee under the leadership of Pete Miles.  

Everyone here is aware of the unfortunate accident that put the village hall out of action. Peter you and your 
team have transformed the feel and ambiance of this hall by the very nature of your sympathetic and warming 
colour scheme a huge warm congratulations to you and your team and in particular to Jane Barne and Lyn 
Halkes who I am very aware have played a significant role in that transformation. It is so clean and fresh. 
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It would be remiss of me to fail to mention the other upgrade, the ceiling baffle boards, which likewise in my 
opinion have already made a difference, on behalf of so many people in this village thank you, there are people 
here tonight that otherwise would have not attended. 

Under your chairmanship you have listened to the people and for that I applaud you on behalf of this council and 
so many parishioners. 

On drawing that matter to a close, I have said to you in recent days that I will support and approve a thousand 
pound grant from Wiltshire Council to aid  the completion of the ceiling boards on either side of the existing 
boards should your committee wish, as I am confident that these additional boards should you take up that offer, 
will even further aid and diminish the acoustic issues. 

More importantly as a result of the warmer relations between our committees I am confident that this council will 
likewise be prepared to contribute financially towards the one thousand pounds that I have already referred to 
should you wish to pursue that option. 

It is important that you understand how we administer our business on your behalf. The full council operates on a 
committee-based structure and is made up of three sub committees, those committees then bring their business 
to the full council for ratification and or sign off.  

The sub committees are Finance, headed up by Anthony Wells and supported by Liz Minnear. Planning by Anne 
Maconie supported by Ray Edwards and finally the Community Committee chaired by David Fall and supported 
by Jamie Cayzer-Colvin, and Sarah, the Parish Clerk 

I am a member of all three sub committees. 

Anne will shortly present her planning committee report, but there is one matter that I would like to highlight, most 
planning goes through unopposed, but if that committee considers that it needs to recommend refusal to 
Wiltshire Council, it is not empowered to make that decision it is brought to a full council, whereby the applicant 
or their agents and three other people have three minutes each to put forward there case for and against . Once 
that is over our council then debates the matter and we make a decision and put forward our recommendation to 
Wiltshire Council. Although this process is challenging for some, for me it is important, it demonstrates that you 
do not have a council. 

• That ticks the box 
• You do not have a council that roles over  
• And you do not have a council that will listen or take notice of those that try to interfere with due process 

What you have is a council, that is honest, fair to all and transparent in its procedure. 

I would like to publicly show my sincere appreciation to Sarah our Parish Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer 
for all of her meticulous and conscious commitment to her role and the parish as a whole, we are so very 
fortunate to have you. The Parish clerk’s role is very much a growing and evolving role within our communities as 
more and more is pushed down from Wiltshire Council, it is a daily role and we meet every week for a minimum 
of one hour to deal and sign of the vast amount of correspondence or matters that need addressing on your 
behalf. 

Sarah, thank you. 

It has been another very busy year for all those committees on your behalf and the respective chairs will be 
giving you an update on their activity shortly. I would at this point like to take the opportunity to personally thank 
all our councillors for their time and dedication to their role and this parish once again. Remember we are all 
unpaid volunteers.  

Likewise to Jerry Kunkler our Wiltshire Councillor.      510 
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Our most challenging area of expense is the ongoing maintenance of the recreation ground and other grassed 
areas within the village, such as the Severalls, Village Street, crossroads area and at Littleworth. Wiltshire 
Council continues to manage our programmes of ground work and provide an excellent level of service , we have 
maintained the level of cuts in the recreation ground and extended village cutting again this year, the total 
expenditure totalling £3,392.55 

Grass cutting has been arranged and will take place a few days ahead of this year’s fete. 

We have during this year with the full support of many parishioners installed a quiet running flagpole behind the 
war memorial, this flag pole will fly every day the union flag, with exception to other national calendar dates such 
as St Georges Day, The Battle of Britain week and so on. 

I am conscious that this installation has not pleased everyone, but it is the right decision which this council 
stands firmly behind and is supported by a majority of parishioners. 

Likewise, It is so pleasing to see the considerable support and effort being put into place to make this years 
village fete a success and I am confident that it will be a success not only by the effort but also by the amount of 
new people stepping forward and stepping up to help, well done to you again Peter and all of those helpers. 

Although County and National charities are of great importance and should be supported, the old saying goes, 
charity begins at home and it will be interesting to see how well the two benefactors do, that being the village hall 
and recreation ground and St Peters as a result of all of your hard work, for the village. 

Whilst still with the recreation ground we are all aware of the influx of young families into the village, which is 
great to see, it keeps us vibrant and future proofs us for future generations. A big thank you to Tom Green, Mike 
Gaylard and Mark Brodie who are pioneering the re-introduction to cricket in the village on the 13th July at 3pm 
and I am led to believe umpired by our one and only Edward Vale. Best of luck   

We continue to work closely with Wiltshire Council Highways, where we have regular meetings with our engineer 
Richard Dobson to resolve identified issues, one being all of the drains in the village Centre were re- blasted 
clear to prevent flooding, I am pleased that the relevant landowner in the Centre of the village has completely 
excavated their ditch which will enable Wiltshire Council to complete there part of the job. 

Many of you in recent weeks I hope would have noticed The Parish Steward and additional staff undertaking 
considerable weed clearing in the village street in particular by the sarcen wall from the telephone box to the 
bottom of the village, this was followed by considerable mechanical road sweepers. All this work continued into 
The New Severalls as well. 

Moving to financial matters the civil emergency contingency fund is still in place with an allocation of £2,000, this 
is held in our budgeted reserve account, allocated for whatever reason this council requires in the event of a civil 
emergency within the Parish, it is pleasing to note that part of this budget was used during the heavy snow again 
this year. 

The village is not part of Wiltshire Councils immediate response to clear snow, in fact we would wait a 
considerable time, with this in mind using these funds a formal request was made to the Wells family again for 
community support and within 12 hours the whole of the village was cleared and accessible, that is exactly what 
that money sits there in reserve to do. I would like to put on record our appreciation to Muttley and Caroline Wells 
for there community spirited presence of mind to support and maintain normality for us as without this two thirds 
of the village would be going nowhere. 

Unfortunately, there was a need to consider the raising of the precept to enable us to fulfil all our business 
requirements. This was debated by the full council after hearing the recommendations of the community 
committee and finance committee. The decision was taken with a majority vote by the whole council to increase 
the precept by the rate of inflation only. This will be reviewed again later this year, for 2020/21 But I do consider 
when you take everything into account we offer good value for money. 
  
           511 
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We now have a local person who is tasked to deal with most of our maintenance and we do have a continued 
programme of work allocated for 2019-2020, notice board repair being one of them, which I am sure will grow as 
we move forward. 

Our contract with South West Ambulance Trust will be renewed during the autumn for our defibrillator at a cost of 
£1,800.00 + VAT.  

Wiltshire Police even with their reduced numbers are seen within our communities on a relatively regular basis 
although It is disappointing to report that although there has been little crime in the village, there has been 
criminal activity which resulted in us having victims of crime, we must therefore all be vigilant and never be afraid 
to report suspicious matters there and then. 

Whilst on the matter of reporting matters, some members of our community have mentioned utilising the village 
street telephone box for other uses. That is not an option, this council owns the telephone box, it is preserved by 
BT as an emergency facility and is an operational telephone box for the use of the 999 system, due to the poor 
and nonexistence of mobile phone signal in some parts of our area. 

I am sure that you will see our speed indicating device which we deploy at different locations within the Parish 
from time to time and many thanks to Ray Edwards who oversees this matter on our behalf 

My thanks to all members of the parochial church council for all that they do for the community, your regular 
church clearings and tidying days are clearly a success, I only walked through the grounds of the church the 
other day and you should truly be proud of what you are achieving.  It is looking wonderful and we are fully 
committed to our ongoing annual donation of £600.  

A huge round of congratulations to all concerned with the bell project at St Peters. 

Christopher steps down from his role within the church and thank you for all that you have down and now the 
baton is handed to Simon and we wish you likewise every success. 

We have installed street refuge bins in havering lane and Old Severalls Lane to provide for waste collection in 
those parts of the village in addition a salt grit bin was purchased and likewise installed at the junction of the New 
Severalls and Havering Lane.  My thanks to Cliff Spanswick for helping us with the installations. 

I am sure that you would have all seen the substantial upgrading to the play park by this council, which in my 
view is one of the best play parks in the vale of Pewsey and it is so warming to see it well used by children and 
families alike. We are looking to finalise that project this year with the adding of an additional swing to separate 
babies with cradle seats from older children. 

Whilst on the play park, this council undertook the removal of one of the swings to reduce overall costs and  
prepare the ground for the towers that you now see. What we considered to be a relatively easy job ended up 
being a major operation of enormity which took more than five hours. If it had not been for the support of Caroline 
and Muttley again and the use of substantial machinery we would never have completed the matter, with the 
removal of tons of shingle, very heavy wooden structures and huge lumps of concrete to say the least. My thanks 
again to Cliff, Ray and others and indeed Caroline and Muttley, a truly community minded day 

Remembrance Sunday is very much a day organised by the parochial church council and we as a council totally 
respect the manner in which it is managed there is no doubt in my mind, they do it so well.  

Last year marked the centenary of the end of the first world war, as a council we placed considerable effort to 
mark and close those four years of special remembrance. Our wreath laying followed by events in the village hall 
and our special event of a fireworks display to remember and reflect on our fallen and all fallen was incredibly 
well supported by nearly all of the village. I for one was very aware that not all agreed with what we had planned, 
but the support vastly out weighed those against and I am committed that we did the right thing. 

Events like these, I am sure, will continue, we are only days away from the 75th anniversary of the D Day 
Landings and we should never forget as well, that Private Matthews from Little Ann was killed during this conflict, 
he lies within our church yard, with the war graves commission headstone.    512 
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On a brighter note many congratulations to Andy and Rachel Rivers for what is now becoming an annual charity 
Clay Pigeon shoot on behalf of one of our national charities which likewise is so well supported. 

When you really stop and look around there is just so much good about this place. 

As I end, our village continues to be a quiet and peaceful part of Wiltshire in which we live and work, we should 
never forget that stable balanced society, in which we all enjoy is without doubt a reflection on the rule of law and 
our appreciation to the men and woman of Wiltshire Police that keep it that way, day in and day out. 

Likewise, to members of our armed services, of whom many live here in growing numbers within our Parish, for 
their part in defending the realm, and our interests abroad, we all are indebted to their service during these 
continued troubled and dangerous times at home and abroad. 

Lastly to members of The Dorset and Wiltshire Fire and Rescue Service all volunteers from our communities who 
are there when we need them, remembering they have served this village in recent weeks with the arson within 
the parish. 

You have a council that knows its people and its Parish, a council who has cares for all its parishioners and will 
continue to do so under my chairmanship, whatever their age or wherever you live, in what is a special part of 
Wiltshire, that we are all so fortunate enough to reside in. 

On behalf of all of us, it has been a pleasure to represent and serve you once again.  

Paul Oatway QPM. 

The Chairman of the Parish Council stood down and handed the meeting over to the clerk.  

Election of Parish Council Officers 

Nomination of Chairman and Vice-Chairman:  

Clerk asked for nominations for the post of Chairman for the period 2020/21 and Cllr Cayzer-Colvin proposed Cllr 
P Oatway to be re-instated as Chairman of the Parish Council.  This was seconded by Cllr Fall.  

With Cllr Paul Oatway having been duly elected the clerk then handed the meeting back to the chairman.   

Cllr Paul Oatway then declared his Chairmanship with his Acceptance of Office (see Appendix 2) 

The Chairman then asked for nominations for:- 

- The Vice-Chair of the Parish Council. Cllr Fall was proposed by Cllr Oatway and seconded by Cllr Maconie 

Community Committee Report:  
Presented by Cllr D Fall:  

Network of Rights of Way 
Milton Lilbourne has an extensive and well used network of rights of way stretching from Martinsell in the North 
to beyond Milton Hill in the South and Fyfield in the West to the bridleway running South from the Bruce Arms in 
the East  
PC are grateful for the cooperation of the landowners and parishioners in keeping the paths open and 
responsibly used.   
Thanks were made to the footpath monitors - Edward Vale, Peter Rhodes, Mike & Helen Winchurch and Olly 
Drew  
Cllr Fall requested parishioners to notify him of any problems they encounter with the footpaths and we would 
endeavour to tackle them          513 
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Milton Hill  
 
Mr and Mrs Ensor, landowners, have applied to WC for changes to the Rights of Way between Milton Hill Farm 
and Giants Grave.   
Parts of one footpath and one bridleway have been deleted and one new restricted by-way and one new 
bridleway have been created.  Details were shown on a map displayed 

Western Boundary  

In March 2018, the Eastern Area Planning Committee approved proposals for new footpaths straddling the 
boundary of Milton Lilbourne and Pewsey Parishes. 
MLPC provided partial support to the proposals following feedback from all parishioners in the Parish and 
support was also given by Easton Royal PC.   
Objections were however made by landowners and proposals were referred to the Planning Inspectorate.  
The inquiry was scheduled for 26th Marsh 2019 but has now been postponed until 14th Jan 2020 

By-way from Milton Hill to Everleigh 

This by-way is currently in terrible condition and practically unusable 
It is deeply rutted, muddy and overgrown with vegetation 
MLPC will raise this with WC and the landowners and will explore the possible restricted by-way to prevent 
damage by 4x4’s and tractors 

Commemorative Trees 

MLPC propose planting a row of copper beeches on Milton hill to commemorate those parishioners who lost their 
lives in WW1 
The site has been decided following consultation with the landowners and the trees will be planted in autumn/
winter this year 

Christmas Trees 

Christmas Trees were installed along the street again for the second year running.  They seem to have been well 
received.  Slightly larger trees will be purchased for Christmas 2019  

Best Kept Village Competition 

Milton Lilbourne has been entered again for the 2019 competition.  
Judging will take place between 13th May and 9th June with round two commending in July.  
The winners are due to be announced on 15th September 
Cllr Fall urged parishioners to keep the village looking pretty.  

County Councillors Report 

Cllr J Kunkler thanked the Parish of Milton Lilbourne for their continuing support over the years.   

He has been a Councillor for Wiltshire council for almost 25 years and praised Baroness Jane Scott, (who will 
shortly be standing down) for being such a good leader and head of Wiltshire Council.  

Although Wiltshire Council have had to make £210m savings, he was pleased to report that this had had little 
impact on the parish of Milton Lilbourne.  
            514 
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Staff reductions of c. 1,100 have been made and an Adult Social Care Levy of 3% has again been applied to the 
Council Tax charges.  JK confirmed the importance of this levy due to the fact that by 2030, over a third of 
Wiltshires’s population will be over 65.  

JK recognised the fact that Milton Lilbourne had been having issues with the Parish Steward and this has now 
been dealt with and hopefully we are now seeing an improvement in the service we receive. There will be a 
follow up meeting with Ringway Parkman to confirm that the work being delivered is adequate.  

He advised that he is the Chairman of the Area Board and was delighted that there have been no applications 
which have been over controversial.  

He was pleased to report that there has been an improvement with the situation at Williams’ Scrapyard on the 
B3087 and whilst not perfect it is certainly better than it was.  

The new Sports campus in Pewsey has been a major success and now has c. 800 members.  There is 
something for all ages with the morning swimming proving particularly popular.  This facility is something the 
Parish should be really proud of.  

The loss of Lloyds Bank has had a major impact on the community especially the elderly and WC are currently in 
talks with Lloyds with regards to bringing the mobile bank to Pewsey.  

JK then invited questions from the floor.  

Was the Post Office in danger of closing?   
 The current Post Master is a very keen and active member of the community and offers a wide range of  
 services.  He has got an extended lease so there is no reason to believe we will be without a PO in the  
 short term. 

Why do the buses never stop at Pewsey Station?  
 JK confirmed that they would look into getting some links (maybe with Salisbury Red) so there would be  
 some better network alignment.   
 A parishioner who is a co-ordinator for Link, advised people of the Link Scheme which offers lifts to the  
 elderly, sick and infirm, should they require transport to the station (or anywhere else they are struggling  
 to get to)  

He closed by thanking everyone again for their continued support.  

Wiltshire Police Report:  

Cllr Oatway advised that a local representative from Wiltshire Police used to attend the annual MLPC AGM but 
with the reduction of over 300 officers in the last 5 years this is not now possible.   

The Community Policing Team provides a report on a monthly basis and the most recent report received 
confirms the Priorities in our Area being:- 

- Anti- Social Behaviour (Co-op Car park and the Leisure Centre)  
- Harecoursing  
- Beauty Spot Thefts 
- Vehicle Crime (Drink Driving and Speed Watch) 

Local Crime reports confirmed that garden sheds had been targeted with stolen tools and equipment  

            515 
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Finance Committee Reports: 
Presented by Cllr A Wells:  
Annual Reports were presented at the meeting  
Breakdown of parish expenditure for 2018/19 (balances as at 31/03/19) summarised as follows:- 

  Current Account     Reserve Account 

B/Fwd  £368.48      £9,000.00 
Income  £54,715.34     £19,701.38 
Expenditure £53,626.15     £21,701.38 

Balance  £368.48      £7,000.00 

Payments of £19,007.37 were received from Wiltshire Council 106 Funding to cover the cost of the recently 
upgraded playpark.   

NB. These funds were specifically designated for ‘providing, improving and/or maintaining adult or children sport 
pay or recreation facilities or installing and/or maintaining equipment in connection with such facilities on and at 
Milton Lilbourne Recreation Ground.   

Cllr Wells identified the main expenditure as being Id-verde (Grounds Maintenance) costing £3,392.55 (inc VAT), 
the Parish Clerk (£1,871.18 inc expenses) and the play park upgrade (£19,729.68).  

As mentioned in the Chairmans report there is a emergency contingency fund of £2,000 allocated within the 
Reserve Funds for whatever emergency event the Parish Council sees fit.   

A VAT refund of £4,858.75 will be applied for once the end of year audit has been completed.  

Planning Committee Report:  
Presented by Cllr A Maconie: 

Advised that it had been a busy year with 8 applications for works on trees, 17 applications for building works, 
non of which were or any concern and 2 applications for building worlds which did raise concerns .  

These concerns related to the following applications:- 

Littleworth House - Proposed 2 storey and single storey extension to main dwelling, demolition of existing 
building, outbuilding and erection of new ancillary accommodation 
12 New Severalls - Proposed two storey side and rear extensions and associated internal alterations. 

As such an Extraordinary Meeting was held at the Village Hall on Tuesday 28th May whereby agents, applicants 
and members of the public (parishioners of the Parish) were invited to the open meeting to openly discuss the 
applications with the outcome to be notified to Wiltshire Council.   

After much deliberation, the objection raised against 12 New Serveralls was withdrawn.  

The Parish Council went into debate over the application at Littleworth House which went to a vote whereby 2 
councillors voted in support, 1 councillor objected and 1 councillor abstained.   
            516 
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As a result of the vote, MLPC will leave the final decision making process with Wiltshire Council Planning 
Officers.  

Parishioners Questions:  

This was opened via the Chairman Cllr P Oatway who raised the following for consideration: 

1. New Playground - On a sunny day the new metal slide becomes very hot and sometimes unusable.   
 
The Chairman confirmed that he would talk to Playforce to see if they have any recommendations.  

2. Williams Recycling Centre Overflow - Any updates (1) and Did Gerald Osbourne give permission to have a 
bonfire in his field (2) 
 
The activity at the Scrapyard is being monitored and currently appears to be compliant.   
The recent activity in Gerald Osbourne’s field has been carried out with the owners permission.   
Gerald Osbourne also gave permission to have a bonfire - the Environment Agency has consented to 
controlled burning.  There were however concerns that it was in close proximity to a thatched roof. 
The issues on the highway have improved and are not as bad as they were 18-24 months ago 
The Chairman confirmed that MLPC will continue to monitor the site 

Finally the Chairman thanked everyone for their attendance.  

The meeting ended at 8.35pm  

Minutes submitted by: Clerk, Sarah Spanswick   
Minutes approved by: Paul Oatway Chairman   
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Appendix 1 

Parishoners attendance:-  38 

Denise & Tony Anthistle 
Lyn & Nigel Halkes 
Edward Vale 
Denis Draper 
I & M Williamson 
Rose Yeates 
Jeffry & Kirsti Ryall 
Edward Jerrard 
Alexander & Serena Sparks 
Cliff Spanswick 
Aly & Ian Stott 
Gwendolyn Fall 
Martin Holland 
Janet Deadman 
Brian Swatton 
Richard & Ann Giddings 
Sam & Jeanne Samuels 
Barbara & Russell Polden 
Tim Mawby 
Peter Miles 
Tom Locking 
Debbie Oatway 
Sarah & Richard Ensor 
Eveline & John Horsey 
Charles Maconie 
Jean Barnard 
Jenni Mills 

Parishioners Apologies: 

Helen & Rob Shepherd 
Helen & Mike Winchurch  
Peter Rhodes 
Anthony Barne 
Janine Gosling 
Jerry Ashton           518 
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Appendix 2 

�  
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