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Milton Lilbourne - Parish Council Meeting Minutes: 

Venue:  Village Hall 

Date: Wednesday 24th November 2021 

Time: 7.00pm   

Present:  
Cllr Paul Oatway QPM (Chairman), Cllr David Fall, Sarah Spanswick (Clerk), Cllr Liz Minnear, Cllr Anthony Wells,    
Cllr Jerry Kunckler (WC Councillor) Cllr Ann Maconie, Mrs Melanie Gordon 

Apologies: 
Cllr Jamie Cayzer-Colvin, Cllr Ray Edwards, Cllr Giles Clayden   

Parishioners in attendance   
Mrs Anna Wilson, Mr Tom Locking & Mrs Claire Locking  

Before the meeting commenced Cllr Oatway reflected on the two recent deaths in Milton Lilbourne, Philip 
Mayhew and Pete Miles who both died at home 

Cllr Oatway complimented the exemplary manner in which Peter Miles conducted himself as Chairman of the 
Village Hall. and Recreation Ground Committee  He was an inspiration to the Village Hall and a massive loss to 
the village and the Parish.  The Parish Council will offer the Village Hall Committee its full support going forward 
and hope that it re-groups in a positive way.  

Two minutes silence was held for both.   

Approval of minutes from last meeting: 

The minutes of the previous meeting were reviewed and the committee updated accordingly:- 

- Red marks have been marked on the road on the B3087 where the condition is particularly poor with work 
identified to be carried out.  

- There is however a considerable amount of work currently outstanding including the road leading out of the 
village and towards Milton Hill to Priory Cottage, New Mill and Clench where there is severe flooding.  A new 
Highways Engineer (Michael Elliott) has been appointed and any A&B roads in need of repair needs to be 
followed up with him.   

- Cllr Oatway has met with Gerald Osbourne and brought it to his attention the aspirations of Mr Williams so that  
he is aware of what is about to transpire 

- Defibrillator Training has now been booked and arranged for 16th March 2022 for 7pm  
- An application has been made for a speed monitoring assessment at the crossroads.   
- Early morning speed of milk lorries still seems to be an ongoing issue through New Mill 
 
The Minutes were proposed as a true and accurate record of the last Parish Meeting held on 15th September 
by Cllr Anthony Wells and seconded by Cllr Liz Minnear.  All councillors then voted in support of the 
motion.  

Declaration of Interest: 

Cllr Anthony Wells confirmed the following interests:- 
   -  Footpath and hedgerow cutting  
   -  Gritting roads 
   -  Supplying wine for the PC AGM  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Wiltshire County Councillors Report: 

- Major changes in the top tier of Wiltshire Council  
- Jess Gibbons has now gone with the restructure. 
- There is a £38m shortfall in funding.   
- Business rates have not been paid nationally during Covid and WC is down £70k on the amount it usually 

received.     
 
Wiltshire Police Report 

- No report has been issued recently 
- PCSO Whitehead has recently resigned and has moved to the training department.  

There has been no consultation and he has not been replaced, nor has a replacement been budgeted for.  
Policing in Pewsey has been seriously downgraded and we now have 1 x PCSO (from 3) covering the Pewsey, 
Devizes, Marlborough area. This is not adequate and the day to day patrolling for Wiltshire Police is almost 
extinct. The Council raised its concerns regarding this and the matter will be taken forward to the next Area 
Board Meeting where it is known other Parish councils are raising similar concerns.  

                                                                                                   
Parishioners Questions 

The parishioners attending were just observing the meeting.  
Cllr Oatway did however thank them for the exemplary way in which they handled the school drop off parking 
situation at the crossroads which was developing into a confrontational situation.   
The resident is now happy that it is being managed properly and due consideration is being taken by the drivers.  

Mr Peter Croton- Atkins e-mailed Cllr Oatway and wanted the Parish Council to raise the matter of the poisoned 
yew tree on the agenda and wanted the PC to ‘sort it out’.  
Cllr Oatway has asked Mr C-A to produce details of who dealt with the soil analysis and the report but this has 
not been forthcoming.   
It was disappointing that having brought this to the Chairmans attention, it was taken to the local and national 
press and took precedence over other major issues occurring in our community and beyond.   
It was agreed by the PC committee that there was very little that the PC could do and it was difficult to imagine 
how it could be poisoned with a bath full of weedkiller without being seen.  
There are many other trees which have died or suffered from similar die back in the area but if he is so sure that 
it has been poisoned he should be reporting the matter to the Environment Agency or Wiltshire Council direct.  
Cllr Wells added that there was nothing we could do about it now that it has gone to the press.  
Cllr Minnear mentioned that there were number of trees in the area on council and private land that had either 
died or are looking very sad and the fact that the wrong tree was photographed makes us all look rather silly in 
the pubic eye.  
The weedkiller suggested being used by Mr C-A is Glyphosate which only works if it is applied to the leaf and 
deactivates in the soil.  It is widely used for weed control and is a much safer option when using near trees.   
Councillors also mentioned that the holly tree at the bottom of the church path (opposite the subject tree) also 
died and was removed and Cllr Fall referred to another tree on the other side of Mr C-A’s garden was also 
suffering.   
Cllr Maconie said it was sad that mature trees are dying.  
These observations will be reported back to Mr C-A and all councillors were asked to keep any eye on other 
trees dying in the village.   
We shall continue to wait for confirmation of the analysis from the tree surgeon and until such time as this is 
received no comment can be given by the Parish Council.  
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Finance Committee Report: 

The Clerk advised that the balance of the MLPC Bank Accounts were confirmed as follows as at 24.11.2021 
 Current Account   £    8,203.93 
 Reserve Account  £  15,000.00 

The second precept payment for 2021/22 of £6,810.00 was received on the 30th September   

The first 2 fingerposts have now been paid for in full and the final payment of c. £850 will be due on the delivery 
of the 3rd post.   

Planning Committee Report  

Cllr Ann Maconie advised the following applications had been submitted since our last meeting, some of which 
have now been determined:- 

Cllr Maconie also advised that the application to pollard the Sycamore Tree at Sycamore House was refused but 
without any explanation.  Reason to be followed up with WC.   
                                                                                                                                                              (Action:  AM) 

The outbuilding at 3 Lawn Farm Close was also mentioned.  The application is to build an outbuilding in the front 
garden and the neighbours aren’t happy.  The PC have visited the applicants to explain why it is not considered 
appropriate.  The Parish Council have expressed their  concerns about this application in view of the covenants 
in the Title Deeds forbidding the erection of sheds in the front gardens at Lawn Fam Close. 

The Parish Council has concerns about this application in view of the covenants in the Title Deeds on the houses 
bordering the main access road into Lawn Farm Close, forbidding the erection of sheds in the front gardens.  
This could set a precedent for other house owners to building in their front gardens.  

It was also brought to the attention of the committee that a small picket fence has been erected on the corner of 
Lawn Farm Close without any permission being sought and it has completely obstructed the road sign.   

PL/2021/09486 Sycamore House, 
Littleworth, Pewsey. 
SN9 5LF

Sycamore Tree - Pollard

PL/2021/09530 Mead House, 
Havering Lane, 
Milton Lilbourne, SN9 
5LQ

Alteration of and extension to existing single-storey 
rear projection, erection of front porch, alterations to 
fenestration including new window

PL/2021/09874 The Old Post Office, 
Milton Lilbourne, 
Pewsey, SN9 5LQ

Removal of existing patio and pergola structure. 
Install enclosed timber garden room with bifold doors 
and one main entrance door.

PL/2021/10104 3 Lawn Farm Close, 
Milton Lilbourne, 
Pewsey, SN9 5QA

To erect an outbuilding (approx 4.3m x 3.05) fr use 
as a gymnasium

PL/2021/10309 Ivy House, Havering 
Lane, Milton 
Lilbourne, SN9 5LQ

Single Storey rear extension

 | 

https://development.wiltshire.gov.uk/pr/s/planning-application/a0i3z000016S6eeAAC/pl202109486
https://development.wiltshire.gov.uk/pr/s/planning-application/a0i3z000016S9IUAA0/pl202109530
https://development.wiltshire.gov.uk/pr/s/planning-application/a0i3z000016pFDGAA2/pl202109874
https://development.wiltshire.gov.uk/pr/s/planning-application/a0i3z000016pjtnAAA/pl202110104
https://development.wiltshire.gov.uk/pr/s/planning-application/a0i3z000016qGGN/pl202110309
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(Action: Clerk to obtain Title Plans to check ownership of grass land from Eastleigh to the corner of Lawn Farm   
                                                                                            Close & Cllr Oatway to speak with Wiltshire Council )  

Cllr Wells advised that the new owners of Lone Cottage were receptive to the suggestion that wood cladding 
should replace the hanging tiles to be more in keeping with the local environment and neighbouring properties 
and has changed the plans accordingly.  

Village Hall  

The Clerk updated the committee from the minutes of the last Village Hall Committee held on 27th October 
2021:- 

- First Aid box to be replaced as current one is out of date 
- Risk Assessment to be reviewed 
- PIR lighting to the rear of the hall to be installed for new bin location 
- Baxters to attend to carry out a heating service 
- Request to have the kitchen hatch raised due to restricted viewing due to the opening size 
- Lighting grant to be obtained to assist with planned lighting upgrade 
- Covid measures to be implemented following recent Covid spike 
- Next meeting 12th January 2022 

Cllr Oatway advised that an urgent meeting was to be scheduled to appoint a replacement for Peter Miles as 
Chairman to be set for 1st December 2021 
 
The newspaper delivery was raised and if the newsagent would be willing to deliver the papers for those who 
have papers delivered to be left in the box outside of the village hall.  To be discussed at the next VH meeting.  
 
 
Community Committee Report:  

• Cllr Fall thanked the committee for delivering the flyers regarding the Remembrance Service and seeking 
sponsorship for the Jubilee Celebrations next year 

Queens Platinum Jubilee Celebrations June 2022 
Advised that Mark Wilkinson is researching appropriate groups to appear as the headline event at the event 
which is expected to cost c. £2k.  
 
One of the trees in the Recreation Ground needs replacing and a copper beech was suggested.  To be looked 
into as a mature tree could be expensive.  

Public Rights of Way  
 -  Clay Lane (ML1) is currently passable by walkers and riders but very muddy in places.  Expressions of interest  
    to help improve this lane are invited.  Melanie Gordon will contact the British Horse Society to find out if help  
    can be sought from volunteers.   
- Footpath at the rear of the Manor (ML3) has seen major improvements thanks to Peter Miles, Dennis Draper & 

Ian Donaldson and their team.  A group will be getting together to complete the works.  
                                                                                                                                                    

Christmas Trees - Will be going ahead.  Cllr’s Oatway & Fall to visit the site at Wootton Rivers to choose the 
trees. 
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Chairmans Notices 

• Melanie Gordon will officially be joining the Parish Council.  Clerk to arrange documents to be signed and 
submitted to County Hall.  

• Discussion around the Remembrance Service on 14th November as there was some disagreement with where 
the minutes silence should take place at 11am.  We have a good relationship with the PCC who wanted the 
minutes silence in the church but to walk to the Memorial Stone for the wreath laying service afterwards. Some 
councillors and parishioners would prefer the silence to be held at the Memorial Stone.   
Cllr Wells suggested that the remembrance is the preserve of the people end not of the church and strongly 
supported the event being out on the street and would like that to be debated and hoped the PC would take 
back the service to the war memorial as its not a religious event but a time for everyone.  
It was agreed that this would be further discussed at the next meeting and subject to an agenda item 

• Cllr Oatway advised that as a result of Peter Miles’ passing that the Village Hall was to call an urgent meeting 
to appoint a replacement and discuss his wake.  
The Chairman has secured 2 donations to provide sufficient funds for liquid refreshments.  Discussions have 
taken place and the Village Hall will make contribution of £500.00 towards the food and the Parish Council are 
prepared to make a contribution if there is a shortfall of £100 if required. This was proposed by Cllr Oatway 
and seconded by Cllr Minnear 
 
 
The meeting was brought to a close at 8.35pm.  The date of the next meeting is to be held on Monday 31st 
January 2022 at 7pm   

Minutes submitted by: Clerk, Sarah Spanswick 
Minutes approved by:   
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